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NATIONAL CAPITAL REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20576 
October 1%4 


To the People of the National Capital Region: 

The national Capital Region is the Nation's fastest growing Large Metropoli- 
tan area. This rapid growth means new subdivisions, new houses, new apart- 
ments, new shopping centers, new streets and expressways, more public 
transit demand, and more employment. As the Region's largest employer, the 
Federal Government is expanding as Federal agencies join the movement to 
the suburbs . 

To guide this growth, the Region's local governments work with and through 
the Council and its cooperating planning agencies. The Council's: major 
role is creating a broad brush stroke plan for the Region. Also, the 
Council reviews locations for new Federal site facilities within the Region. 

The planning process for the National Capital Region is reciprocal; much of 
the Region's development is proposed by local government. The Region's 
cities and counties decide the locations of the Region's roads, parks, and 
schools, and where private development will occur. State and federal 
governments, in turn, influence the location of such facilities as freeways, 
rapid transit, airports, and employment centers. 

The Council reviews these proposals as they occur. Council recommendations 
try to reconcile local proposals to the Region’s needs — and the over-all 
Regional plan. 

We all are interested in the soundness of these decisions. Through these 
decisions, we will get more for each dollar of public and private investment. 
Far more important, the Council's decisions aim to create the best living 
environment we can realistically achieve. The Council strives, within the 
limits of its staff resources, to work with all governments and agencies to 
further the Region's proper and harmonious development. 

The Council welcomes your interest .in its activities. Its monthly meetings 
are open to the public, and the staff encourages your use of its resource 
data and planning information. 
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CHAIRMAN: 

John K. Pickens 
FIRST VICE CHAIRMAN: 

William J. Stevens 
SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN: 

Mrs. James H. Rowe, Jr. 
DIRECTOR: G. Louis Heller 


ALTERNATE ALTERNATE ALTERNATE ALTERNATE 


James R. F, 
Woods 

City of Fairfax 

Planning 

Commission 


Harold Silverstein 
NVRP & EDC 


Stuart T. De Bell 
NVRP & EDC 


Mrs. R. F. S. Starr 
NVRP & EDC 
(Resigned, 

June 30, 1964) 
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Everett R. Jones 
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ORGANIZATION 
AND MEETINGS 

Congress created the Regional Planning 
Council in the National Capital Planning 
Act of 1952. The Council consists of ten 
members and ten alternates, eight of each 
of whom representing the Maryland and 
Virginia environs, are appointed by the 
National Capital Planning Commission. 

Two members and two alternates are 
nominated by the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission, 
and one member and one alternate are 
nominated by each of the governing bodies 
of Montgomery and Prince Georges 
Counties. Four members and four alter- 
nates are nominated by the Northern 
Virginia Regional Planning and Economic 
Development Commission, upon 
recommendation of the local governing 
bodies. 

The remaining two members and two 
alternates are the Chairman of the 
National Capital Planning Commission and 
the Engineer Commissioner of the 
District of Columbia and their alternates. 

The Council meets regularly in the 
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GENERAL 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 



The National Capital Planning Act of 
1952 states that the Council shall “adopt 
and, from time to time, amend, or extend, 
a general plan for the development of the 
region, to serve as a general framework 
or guide of development within which each 
part of the region may be more precisely 
planned by the appropriate planning 
agency or agencies.” 

The over-all regional plan is called the 
General Development Plan. It will show 
future use of the Region's land, and 
location of necessary future highways and 
transit lines to meet the Region's growth. 
The plan suggests how this growth might 
occur and ways to carry out the plan. 

The current General Development Plan, 
adopted in 1956, represents a “sprawl’ 1 
land use scheme and needs revision. In 
1961 the Planning Council and the 
National Capital Planning Commission 
jointly published the Year 2000 Policies 
Plan. This plan amends the General 
Development Plan following a “radial 
corridor and open space" land use scheme. 

The staff is in the process of revising the 
General Development Plan reflecting the 
Y Mr onnn du« 
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PLANS FOR 
FEDERAL FACILITIES 

The National Capital Planning Act of 
1952 requires the Council to “consider 
and aim to accommodate the land-use 
requirements of the Federal and District of 
Columbia Governments in the environs" 
of the National Capital Region. 

The Council reviews master plans 
prepared by Federal agencies for their 
installations in the Region beyond District 
of Columbia’s boundaries for their 
consistency with the General Development 
Plan. Confidential plans are first 
reviewed in executive session. Following 
this review, the Council makes its 
recommendations to the National Capital 
Planning Commission. 

The Federal Planning Division of the 
Commission provides extensive staff 
assistance. The Council and the 
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One of the Planning Council's 
primary functions is that of a 
coordinator and catalyst, serving as 
a “clearing house" on planning and 
development matters having 
regional significance. It serves as 
the Region's forum for resolving 
problems requiring interagency 
cooperation, whether or not the 
solutions eventually become part of 
the General Development Plan. 

For example, solutions involve 
general alignment and agreement 
on highway proposals crossing 
jurisdictional boundaries. 

The Council provides data on a 
comparable region-wide basis, 
coordinating preparation of detailed 
land use information for small areas 
of the Region. 
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REGIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMS 

The Planning Council maintains 
an active interest in developing 
programs necessary to implement 
the regional plan. The first such 
project was the Mass Transportation 
Survey. Prepared jointly with the 
National Capital Planning 
Commission, it culminated in the 
1 959 Transportation Plan. This 
plan is still the Region’s official 
transportatiop plan. 

Following the Transportation Plan, 
in 1960 Congress created the 
National Capital Transportation 
Agency. This agency prepared a 
region-wide transportation plan and 
program for transit—the Transit 
Development Program. The 
Planning Council reviewed the 
Transit Development Program at the 
time of completion and approved 
that part of the development 
program within downtown 
Washington in June, 1963. 

The Council again reviewed a 
modified transit development 


REVIEW OF 
LOCAL AREA 
PLANS 

The Region's local governments 
planning agencies and special 
purpose agencies submit their plans 
to the Council for its review and 
comments. Following this review 
the Council attempts to incorporate 
these plans into the General 
Development Plan. 

For much of its local area review, 
the Planning Council relies on 
studies by three cooperating 
"sub-regional” planning agencies. 
They are; the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, planning for most of 
Montgomery and Prince Georges 
counties in Maryland; the Northern 
Virginia Regional Planning and 
Economic Development Commission, 
preparing general plans for the four 
counties and four cities of the 
Region within Virginia; and the 
National Capital Planning 
Commission, preparing the 
comprehensive plan for the District 
of Columbia and the Federal 
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COORDINATION AND INFORMATION GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 


CURRENT STATISTICS AND 
PROJECTIONS. The Council continuously 
maintains a file of the latest statistics 
compiled by the Region's local jurisdictions. 
Current data includes population, by age, 
total housing units for 1 960, estimated for 
1963, and projected to 1970, 1980, 1990, 
and 2000; area of various land uses, local 
budget, assessment, and revenue 
information. 

REGIONAL PLANNING BULLETIN. With 
Planning Council and Bureau of the Budget 
approval, the staff publishes a bi-weekly 
newsletter with a circulation of 1 200. 
Started in January oT 1964, the Bulletin 
keeps abreast of planning news of regional 
importance, and the Council's activities and 
activities of the local planning agencies. 

The Bulletin is free to the public for 
single copies or, by request, one can be 
placed on the Bulletin mailing list. 


OFFICIAL PLANNING DIRECTORY. In 
March, the Council staff released the first 
annual directory of planning services in/for 
the Region. This concise booklet lists 
various planning services of each official 
local, subregional, and regional planning 
agency in the National Capital Region, 
together with the name and telephone 
number and phone extension of the key 
person or initial contact responsible for 
each planning service. 

The directory is free and is available 
singly or in quantity to organizations and 
firms in the Region and has been in 
substantial demand. It is designed for 
convenience and easy reference primarily 
for governing bodies, official agencies with 
planning or related responsibilities, 
engineering, and development organi- 
zations, builders and builders’ 
organizations, lending institutions, and 
civic groups, etc. 


STUDY OF ORGANIZATIONS 

To aid preparation of the General 
Development Plan, an inventory and 
analysis of organizations and groups 
actively involved in developing the Region 
are being prepared by a consultant to the 
Council staff. 

This study is unusual in applying regional 
planning techniques. It will inform the 
Council and the staff of those agencies, 
firms, and groups significantly influencing 
the development of the Region and their 
particular role. Hence, the study will help 
guide decisions in preparing the General 
Development Plan and will assure 
knowledgeable review of the plan, as well 
as future participation by these 
organizations and groups in implementing 
this plan. 

The study will be completed this fall. 




Director G. Louii Heller (left) and 
Planning Council Chairman John K, 
Pickonj ditcuis a proposal for an 
outer ball highway far fbo National 
Capital Region. 


GOVERNMENT FINANCES STUDIES 

A study was made by the Council of 
local government finances in the Region. 

This study compared the expenditures of all 
the Region's local governments outside the 
District of Columbia. Reviewed and 
approved by the Council’s Capital 
Expenditures Committee, the report is 
available free of charge. Major emphasis 
is on local government spending and 
revenues for the Region’s capital 
improvements— schools, roads, sewers, 
parks, libraries, etc. 

Prepared by the Council staff, it is 
illustrated by many charts and graphs. 

A companion study of finances for state 
and Federal governments is also being 
prepared by the Council staff. This report 
will review the nature and trends of income 
and spending by Maryland and Virginia in 
the National Capital Region, and the 
Federal government for all Federal agencies 
and the District of Columbia government 
within the Region. To be completed this 
fall, this study will be similar in format to 
the local government finances report. 



GOALS FOR LIVING PROJECT 

The “Goals for Living’’ project seeks to 
discover the Region's planning goals, 
objectives, and desires. The project 
proposes to sample approximately 5000 
volunteer citizens one eyening each week 
for five consecutive weeks. These people 
would read background materials, view a 
television program that highlights the 
background materials, discuss in small 
groups what they have read and viewed, 
and answer detailed questionnaires. In 


questionnaire that will provide a 
comparative check to the answers of the 
larger volunteer group. 

Approved by the Planning Council in the 
spring of 1963, and under the policy 
guidance of a three-member Regional 
Goals Committee, the project requires a 
prior detailed survey of the stated goats 
and decision policies of subregional and 
local planning agencies, commissions, and 
local governing bodies. This survey will 
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CONTINUING TRANSFORATION PROGRAM. 

Much of the Council’s work last year Involved developing 
a program to initiate a continuous transportation 
planning program within the Region's comprehensive 
planning process. 

The Federal Aid Highway Act of 1962 requires 
metropolitan areas in the United States to have a 
continuing transportation planning program established 
and in operation by July 1, 1965, in order to receive 
Federal funds for planning and building highways. For 
the Washington metropolitan area the District of Columbia 
Government, the States Roads Commission of Maryland, 
and the Virginia Department of Highways have organized 
a committee to establish the program. The Council 
has developed a draft of agreement among the Region's 
local governments and with the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, and Virginia highway agencies, setting forth 
the Council's proposed organization for this program 
of twenty-five members: a representative from each 
of the Region's local governments and subregional 
planning agencies; the state highway directors of 
Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia; and a 
representatve each from the Bureau of Public Roads, 
Housing and Home Finance Agency; the National Capital 
Transportation Agency; the National Capital Planning 
Commission; and the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Commission. 

The Council's Regional Transportation Committee does 
most of the Council’s work in organizing this program. 

For example, on April 13, 1964, this committee invited all 
participants to a meeting in an attempt to activate the 
transportation planning program. The Committee is now 
assisting in the development of a prospectus outlining the 
program’s operations and procedures. This prospectus 
must be approved by the Region's local governments prior 
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The organljation for planning in the National Capital 
Region. The Regional Planning Council servos as the 
region's only official forum for regional planning issuos, 
The staff servos Ihe Region’s professional planning staffs 
through the Regional Planning Directors Commlllee. 


The Planning Council reviewed each of the items listed 
below during the past year. Item lists agency submitting 
the plan for review, Council action, if any, and date of 
review. 

Potomac River Basin Report 

See review of Federal plans. At the end of the fiscal 

year, this project was still under consideration by the 

Council. 

Master Plan Policies for Fairfax County 
By Fairfax County Planning Division, September, 1963. 

Wheaton Regional Park 

Report on development of this facility, by Maryland- 
National Capital Park & Planning Commission, September, 

1963. 

Rosslyn Redevelopment Program 
Report on private and public development of this Arlington 
neighborhood; presentation by Arlington County Office of 
Planning on Rosslyn redevelopment plan, October, 1963. 

Prospectus for Comprehensive Plan for the 
District of Columbia 

Presented by Comprehensive Planning Division, National 
Capital Planning Commission with recommendations and 
mutual agreement for cooperation with the Council, 
October, 1963. 

Transit Development Program-Progress Report 
Presented by National Capital Transportation Agency, April, 

1964. 

General Development Plan for Montgomery and 
Prince Georges Counties 

Presented by Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, April, 1 964. This plan had previously been 
reviewed and approved by the Council and staff comments 
submitted to the Maryland Commission in January, 1963. 

Western County Plan for Fairfax County 
By Fairfax County Planning Division, approved by the 
Planning Council with commendation, May, 1964. 



During the past year, the Council started an inventory 
of potential sites for Federal facilities in the Region work- 
ing with the Federal Planning Division of the National 
Capital Planning Commission and each local and subre- 
gional planning staff. A standard form lists specific in- 
formation and a scaled map for each site. The Council 
seeks lists of sites from each jurisdiction in the Region con- 
sistent with local comprehensive plans of each jurisdiction. 

The Council reviewed the following Federal facilities 
during the past year. Below each item is indicated the 
agency submitting the plan for review by the National 
Capital Planning Commission and the Planning Council and 
the date of review by the Council. 

Building for the Army Map Service 
Submitted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Approved 
by the Planning Council, July, 1963. 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy Memorial Commis- 
sion, to consider permanent memorial in the 
National Capital Region to President Kennedy. 

(Authorizing legislation) 

Submitted by Congress; favorable recommendation by the 
Planning Council, December, 1963. 

Headquarters Building for the Bureau of Public 
Roads 

(Submitted by the Bureau of Public Roads) (Executive 
Session item) July, 1963. 

Master Plan for Redevelopment of Cameron 
Station, Alexandria 

Submitted by the Department of the Army. Request by 
the Planning Council for extensive local and subregional 
coordination, September, 1 963. 

Potomac River Basin Report 
Public hearing sponsored by the Planning Council at 
Arlington County Court House, June 26, 1963. Pre- 
sented by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Public 
presentation at the National Capital Planning Commission 
Conference Room, May 18, 1964. 

Master Plan for Arlington Hall, Defense 
Intelligence Agency 

Submitted by Department of Defense. Request by the 
Pfannina Council that the sponsoring aaency review the 



REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

NATIONAL CAPITAL OPEN SPACE PROJECT 


Additional park focililiit* prov 
by tin- prosiii vtilion o( Open-! 
land. Clots fnniislmd by the 
Vicpinio Ri.-(|ioiuil Cmk Aullicn 


A major recommendaHon of the Year 2000 Policies Plan 
in 1961 suggested preserving large areas of open 
countryside within the Region. To carry out this 
recommendation, the Planning Council participates with 
the National Capital Planning Commission and the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments in the 
“Joint Open Space Project.’’ This project hopes to 
combine the programs of the Region’s park, recreation, 
and conservation agencies into a regional open space 
preservation program. 

Organized in February of 1962 as a joint program of 
four Regional agencies, the project employed a small staff 
for two years ending June 30, 1 964. 

A project Committee is composed of nine delegates 
from three agencies: the Planning Council, the National 
Capital Plonning Commission, and the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments. Formerly, the 
Washington Center for Metropolitan Studies participated 
in committee actions. 


Preservation of Open- Space Land 

On January 17, 1963 the Council and five planning 
agencies and public bodies exercising responsibilities 
for the preservation of open-space land in the Region 
entered into an agreement requiring review by the Council 
of plans and programs for the acquisition of open-space. 
Two additional public bodies have executed the agree- 
ment. Since the inception of the agreement, the Council 
has reviewed and approved park purchases totaling 
8741 acres. 

Signatories to this agreement submit purchase programs 
for approval as being consistent with regional open- 
space policies. Council approval is prerequisite to 
receiving Federal assistance in acquiring open spaces 
supporting the regional plan. 

Purchases approved during 1963-64 are as follows: 


AGENCY 

PURCHASE 

AREA 

IN 

ACRES 

DATE 

APPROVED 

FEDERAL 

GRANT 

TOTAL 

COST 

Arlington 

County, Va. 

Potomac 

Overlook Park 

43 

July, 1963 

#96,789 

#322,63) 

Northern 

Virginia Regional 
Park Authority 

Pohick Bay area 

675 

Sept., 1963 | 

( 

> 258,840 

862,801 

Northern 

Virginia Regional 
Park Authority 

Bull Run Stream 
Valley 

350 

Sept., 1963 ) 



Maryland- 
National Capital 
Park and Plan- 
ning Commission 

Maryland- 
National Capital 

Park System 

2949 

Sept., 1963 

1,758,994 

5,863,3)7 

City of Rockville, 
Md. 

Four park sites in 
City of Rockville 

47 

Feb., 1964 

85,464 

284,882 

Northern 

Virginia Regional 
Park Authority 

Delete 174 acres 
from Pohick Bay 
area and add 730 
acres along Bull 

556 

Feb., 1964 

liven 

exchange 

$0 

liven 

exchange 

$0 


Run Stream Val- 
iev 


iileil 

ipoco 

North 

ily. 
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photo} is tho Rosilyn Redevelopment 
Project In Arlington County, 
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For the first time, all Council activities 
dealing with carrying out the General 
Development Plan are being centralized 
into one division— the Current Planning 
Division. 

This division will review and make 
recommendations on local and subregional 
comprehensive plans and selected 
procedures, zoning, subdivisions, utilities, 
and other local actions of regional impact. 

Recommendations will be based on the 
Region's General Development Plan. 



COORDINATION 
AND INFORMATION 

The Council and staff anticipates complete 
working arrangements within the General 
Development Plan for aiding the establishment of 
a continuing transportation planning process for 
the Region. As the Region's only official region- 
wide public planning agency, the Council, and its 
staff can assure full liaison and support of the 
highest priority for this new transportation 
program. This activity will be assumed by the 
Transportation Planning Division. 

Scheduled for the winter of 1964-65 is a 
revised abstract of the Region's statistical estimates 
and projections for 1964-65, 1970, 1980, 1990, 
and 2000. Statistics included are population, 
employment, and estimates of future acreage of 
various major urban land uses. 

In January, 1 965, the second Official Planning 
Directory will be published. Vastly improved in 
appearance and presentation, this directory will 
update the Region's planning services listings. 



DIVISIONS: 
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GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


STAFF 

REORGANIZATION 

The growth of region-wide problems 
requires an increase in staff work-loads 
coupled with advanced techniques of 
regional planning analysis. To meet these 
problems, beginning July 1, 1964, the 
Council staff was reorganized functionally 
as approved by the National Capital 
Planning Commission and the Regional 
Planning Council in September, 1963. 

Under the Director, there are four 
divisions; the Comprehensive Planning 
Division, to develop and maintain the 
General Development Plan; the Regional 
Transportation Planning Division, to develop 
the transportation phase of the plan and 
coordinate the Council's transportation 
activities; the Current Planning Division, to 
further implementation of the General 
Development Plan; and the Planning 
Research Division, to provide staff research 
and maintain the agency’s wide-ranging 
information and data program. 


Preparing the General Development 
Plan for 1 980 for the Region will be the 
major staff effort for the coming fiscal year. 
This plan will reflect a composite of the 
Year 2000 Policies statements, and local 
area plans and decisions since 1961. The 
staff may also draft preliminary sketch 
plans for 1990 and 2000. 

Although the Region's plan is continually 
revised and refined, a basic land use plan 
for 1 980 will be drafted for possible public 
presentation late next spring. This plan 
will be primarily a composite of: the 
comprehensive plans of local jurisdictions 
and the three sub-regional agencies; the 
Year 2000 Policies Plan; plans and 
proposals of special agencies such as the 
National Capital Transportation Agency, 
the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transportation Study, the General Services 
Administration, the Northern Virginia Park 
Authority, the Northern Virginia Open 
Space Project, state highway departments, 
etc.; and the trends of decisions by 
locally elected boards for zoning, build- 


Related to the composite of plans 
program will be a similar region-wide 
inventory and analysis of local, state, 
federal, and special purpose agency goals 
and objectives. Results of this study will 
be two-fold: to give direction to the 
analysis of the complex composition of 
local plans and decisions and to guide the 
“Goals for Living” project during 1965-66. 

The two capital expenditures studies will 
be used in guiding decisions in preparing 
the General Development Plan and will 
provide useful facts for the background 
materials within the "Goals for Living" 
project. Trends of local, state, and 
Federal income and spending discussed 
in these reports will be related to 
realistic proposals for public community 
facilities and expenditures included in the 
General Development Plan. Information 
from the finance studies relating the 
individual reader— his taxes and the 
governmental services he receives— will be 
stressed in the Goals project. 

Both programs will be the responsibility 



PLANNING 
COUNCIL STAFF 

G. Louis Heller, Assoc. AIP, Director 
C. Charles Reed, Assoc. AIP, Urban Planner 
Robert H. Cousins, Urban Planner 
Dr. Don T. Allensworth, Consultant for 
Organizations Study 

Samuel M. Ellsworth, Project Coordinator 
National Capital Open Space Project 
Seafus Craft, Regional Draftsman 
Mrs. Florentine Mangan, Secretary 
Mrs. Marguerite Hall, Statistical Clerk 
Other staff employed during 1963-1964: 
MacDonald Barr, Assoc. AIP, Acting Deputy 
Director 

Mrs. Hobart McDowell, Consultant (Writer) 
Martin B> Friedheim, Summer Planning Intern 
Mrs. Mildred Foster, Clerk-Typist 
Miss Carol Duryee, Clerk-Typist 



The Planning Council staff occupies 
space within the offices of the National 
Capital Planning Commission. The 
Council meets monthly in the conference 
room of the Commission. The 
Commission leases the entire third floor of 
the First National Bank Building, 1701 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C., 20576. 


REGIONAL PLANNING 

DIRECTORS 

COMMITTEE 

This committee meets at the invitation of 
the Director of the Planning Council two 
weeks prior to most Council meetings. It 
reviews regional planning issues at the staff 
level. Its members are the chiefs-of-staff 
of the public agencies involved in planning 
for regional development listed on the 
following three pages. It studies upcoming 
Council agenda items providing study of 
issues at the local level. This guarantees 
full presentation of the issues at the 
Council meetings. 



BUDGET 

The entire budget of the National 
Capital Regional Planning Council is 
provided by the Federal Government as 
part of the appropriation for the National 
Capital Planning Commission. Funds 
provided by the Planning Commission 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1 964, 
totaled $94,784 as itemized below, 
amounting to 16 percent of the 
Commission’s total budget during this 
year. 

Salaries and personnel benefits. , .$79,263 


Employee travel 2,005 

Printing and reproduction 3,619 

Meeting transcripts 1,498 

Office operating costs and 

furnishings 8,399 


Total expenditures, fiscal 



PROJECT EXPENDITURES 

Staff salaries expended include services to the Region’s 
local governments, publications, research programs, 
statistical services, and Federal site selection activities. 


Salary expenditures are as follows: 

Goals Project. $ l 1,069 

Capital Expenditures Reports 6,504 

Joint Open Space Project 9,241 

Census Facts by Census Tracts Reports 2,274 

Population trends in the 1 970's Report "3 19 

Community Centers Report 651 

General Development Planning 2,406 

Federal Site Selection 2 917 

Newsletter, Annual Report, Planning Directory. . . 2*864 

Regional Planning Council meetings and activities . 3,453 

Statistical Services 3 1 22 

Local government meetings 3 044 

Administration and Budget 6,674 

Training and Conventions 2,407 

Miscellaneous and other Secretarial . . 4,213 

Leave 6*873 







OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES .... 

The WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT 
COMMISSION created by interstate compact in I960,, 
regulates the operations of public transit companies. 

The Commission has developed agreements for uniform 
interstate bus and tax fares and operating standards in the 
Region. 

The WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA 
TRANSPORTATION STUDY is sponsored jointly by the 
Bureau of Public Roads and the Highway Departments of 
Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia. It 
provides projections of future travel demands and 
analyses of proposed transportation systems for the 
Region. Both highway and transit planning agencies in 
the Region rely on these projections. 

The METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS is an informal organization of most of 
the elected officials of the National Capital Region in the 
local. State, and Federal Governments (except for 
Montgomery County, Md., and a number of minor political 
subdivisions in Maryland). It was created in 1957 to 
promote voluntary cooperative action in solving 
metropolitan problems. The elected officials themselves 
are members of a regional conference, an executive 
board, and a series of policy committees. Several 
special advisory boards sponsored by “COG" are 
composed of staff officials of local governments in the 
Region having common problems and responsibilities; 
these include the executive officers, the police chiefs, the 
fire chiefs, the chiefs of transportation planning agencies, 
and the officials responsible for water supply and waste 
disposal. 

PRIVATELY SUPPORTED REGIONAL AGENCIES .... 

The WASHINGTON CENTER FOR METROPOLITAN 
STUDIES is a nonprofit corporation for research and 
education in urban affairs, chartered in 1959. The 
1 9-man board of trustees includes nationally recognized 
authorities in urban affairs, as well as local area leaders. 
The staff works through a series of special advisory 
boards in basic research, public information, and 
promotion of higher education oriented to urban problems. 
The Center has served in an advisory capacity to the 
Open Space Project for the National Capital Region. 

The METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON HEALTH 
FACILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL was incorporated sn 

1 969 to makft use of a Federal demonstration arant for 
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REGIONAL 




E SOURCES 


COOPERATING AGENCIES 

FEDERAL .... 

The NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION, 
a Federal agency, was created in 1924, as the National 
Capital Park Commission and reorganized in 1 926 as 
the National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
and in I 952 as the National Capital Planning Com- 
mission. It is the central planning agency for the 
Federal and District governments in the Region. 

Eight members of the Commission are ex officio; the 
remaining five commissioners are appointed by the 
President of the United States. The Commission has 
a staff of approximately forty-five people, in addition 
to the seven employed by the Commission to staff 
the Regional Planning Council. 

The NATIONAL CAPITAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 
has prepared and maintains the Transit Development 
Program for the Region. It is empowered, subject to 
Congressional approval, to construct and operate 
facilities built under the Program. The Agency was 
created by Act of Congress in 1960. 

The NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, Department of the 
Inferior, provides and operates national parks, monuments, 
and historical sites. It assists the States in developing 
public park and recreational area facilities. The National 
Capital Region is one of six administrative regions. 

The PUBLIC BUILDINGS SERVICE, General Services 
Administration, constructs and maintains the physical 
plant of the Federal Government, excluding specialized 
facilities that are the concern of a single Federal agency— 
notably military installations. If maintains a 10-year 
plan for expansion of Federal facilities in the 
Washinaton area workina with the National Canitcil 
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STAFF 

SERVIC 


REGIONAL DATA AND 

INFORMATION 

CENTER 

The Council staff maintains a central file 
of current statistics, estimates, and 
projections. Data on each jurisdiction is 
maintained, using the latest information 
available either from the Council staff or 
from the Jurisdictions themselves. 

When enough data changes accumulate, 
the staff periodically publishes revised 
summaries of this information. 

The staff is also available to coordinate 
use of the large amount of statistical data 
from the 1948 and 1955 Origin-destination 
surveys, the 1959 Mass Transportation 
Survey, and the National Capital Joint 
Open Space Project. 

The staff is the repository for the above 
complete studies for land use and economic 
information. The staff keeps abreast of 
local data programs and the data 
maintained by most other region-wide 
agencies. 


PUBLICATIONS 

The Council maintains current periodicals, 
newsletters, and a complete file of planning 
publications about the National Capital 
Region. The Council library is part of the 
library of the National Capital Planning 
Commission, consisting of 9000 publications 
under supervision of a full-time librarian. 

The Commission library is being reorganized 
according to conventional library systems; 
the Council collections will be listed in the 
NCPC library union catalog. 

The Council collections are available for 
public use within the Council offices; the 
Commission library is available basically for 
staff use only. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Within work-load limitations, the 
professional staff is available to make 
presentations at meetings of organizations 
and groups open to the public within the 
Region about the operations and activities 
of the Planning Council, 



A central map file dealing with the 
Region is maintained by the Council. 

Many different kinds of reproducible base 
maps and other reference maps are 
collected and maintained for the 
Washington and Baltimore metropolitan 
areas. Black-line prints are available in 
small quantity; in special cases, reproducible 
sepia copies are available for larger users. 

A complete reorganization of the map 
inventory was completed in July of 1964. 

STAFF 

CONFERENCES 

The Staff is available to discuss planning 
matters with individuals representing public 
agencies or private business interests. As 
professional planners, the staff devotes 
limited amounts of time counseling persons 
interested in becoming professional 
planners or learning about planning office 
operations. Last year, for example, the 
staff counseled the Jefferson County, 
Alabama (Birmingham, Ala.) Regional 
Planning Commission in establishing its 
planning program, and also discussed 
"local” operations with visiting planners 
from India, Malagasy Republic, and Europe, 
as well as several other metropolitan 
planning agencies throughout the United 
States. 


Annual Report Preparation: 

Council Review Committee: Anna Hodrick, Chairman; Mrs. 
James H. Rowe, Jr.; Everett Jones 

Report design: Roland Lee, National Capitol Planning 
Commission 

Pann.l D I kl_i! I . . 


REPORTS, INCLUDING THOSE PUBLISHED JOINTLY WI'l’Il OTHER AGENCIES 


Council for Economic and Industry Research, Inc., Econo mic Ba se 
St udy fo r the Genera l De velopment P lan - - National Capital 
Region, June 30, 1956, 190 pp. 

Wilbur Smith & Associates, Traffic Engineering St udy -M uss Trans- 
portation Stud y. National Capital Region, 1958, 125 pp., ill. 

DeLeuw, Cat her & Co., Civil Engin ee ring. Rep ort -Mas s Tran s- 
portation Surve y, N ational Capital Re g ion , J a n u a r y 1959,97 
pp., ill. 

NCRPC, National Capitat Planning Commission, Gen eral Develop - 
ment Plan— N ati onal Ca pital Region . Mass Transportation Sur- 
vey, February 1959, 34 pp., map insert. 

NCRPC, National Capital Planning Commission, Transpo rtation 
Plan— Nationa l Capital Re gion , The Mass Transportation Survey 
Report, 1 959, 87 pp , ill." U.S.G.P.O., $2.75. 

NCRPC, Baltimore Regional Planning Council, Balt imore- Washi ng- 
ton Interregion al Stu dy: Land Use and T ra nsportation; Sum- 
mary, November 1 960, 1 30 pp., ill., Summary. 

NCRPC, National Capital Planning Commission, Informatio n Bul- 
letin on National Capital Planning . 1960, 99 pp. 

NCRPC, National Capital Planning Commission, A Policies Pl an for 
the Year 200 0 — the Nat i on ’s Capital, May 8, 1961, 133 pp., 
ill., U.S.G.P.O., $3.50. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of City and 
Regional Planning, The Fo rm of a Metropolitan Sector, June 
1962, 75 pp. 


DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE AT 
THE PLANNING COUNCIL OFFICE 

Minutes of Planning Council Meetings, September 1954 to the 
present. 

National Capital Planning Act of 1952, with amendments through 
1962. 

By-Laws of the Planning Council, February 1 963. 

Land Use Policy for the Banks of the Potomac River, January 1 963. 
Regional Planning Directors Committee, Address and Telephone 
List, June 1 964. 


CLAPP, RAYMOND f., Metropol i tan Washington Population 
Trends in the Sixties . Prepared for NCRPC, the National Capital 
Planning Commission, and the Government of the District of 
Columbia, March 1962. 

CLAPP, RAYMOND F., 1 980 Population of Metropolitan Wash- 
inaton . Prepared for NCRPC, the National Capital Planning 
Commission, and the Government of the District of Columbia, 
October 1 964. 

NCRPC, Com mun ity C enter Development . Alan M. Voorhees, Con- 
sultant, September 1963, ill. 

NCRPC, Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, 196 0 
Cen sus Facts by Tracts. November 1963, ill. 

NCRPC, L oca l G overnment Finances in the National Capital 
Region . June 1964, 97 pp., ill. 

NCRPC, P ublic 'Open-Space Program and Activities, Don T. Allens- 
worth, Consultant, December 1963, 238 pp. 

Campbell, Robert D, and Dixon, Robert G., Some Administrative 
Aspects of O pen Space Planning and Preservation in the Na- 
ti onal Ca pital Re gion. The George Washington University, 
Feb. 5, 1 964, 33 pp. 

Campbell, Robert D., An In v entory of Public Open Space in the 
National C apita l Region . The George Washington University, 
Jan. 15, 1964, 35 pp,, ill. 

NCRPC, Annual Re port. 1963 . October 1963, 16 pp. ill. 

NCRPC, Annual Rep ort. 1964. October 1964, 20 pp. ill. 


MAPS AVAILABLE AT THE 
PLANNING COUNCIL OFFICE 

Scale Sheet 

in inilet liza in 

per inch inchss 

National Capital Region, Detailed 

Base Map I 50 x 7 

National* Capital Region, Detailed 

Base Map 2 26 ~ 

National Capital Region, General- 
ized Base Map 

Census Tracts 




The National Capital Regional Planning Council 
W as established by the National Capital Planning , ; 

jMfiMiM 1 f les. ;)pf RjR 

Singling Commission, amending the 

'establishing it i iMHB| El8 B 
I Mar li Commission and the National Capital Park and _ 
Planning Commission, . 

Ba&ilfed here are major parts of the 

Act pertaining to the 1 Regional" Planning* 

Council. 

"ESTABLISHMENT ; XlND COMPOSITION OF THE ; 

council” 

"Sec. 3. (a) There is hereby established a National 
;^Sg|S|l •• Regional Planning. 1 Co une il, herei na Re r • rejfcj 
' ferret! to as The 1 Cburieiik' t'mhe: composed, 

ih the planning of the region. The Council sn^l.|^pn|:|.: 

sist of the Chairman of the Commi^ion, expjlcio, 

Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columg,|a,& 
| Iff a'tibns ; a sphere! naittMpf ^1- 

Planning Commission Iiiiay| nominate t\yo (m its mpm; 

SiiiB : 

add Pr i neb 'Gepf^lJCh Untie stye's I>gdRyely 
§ the, portion of/either county without thesaid/Mary^ 

lhird-Washingtort re gionaCi district, the governing 

bodies of each cou nty rnayi nominate d - member ot the 

planning agency Tor each isuck portiom 

That if any portion of either county is; without a plan- ^ 

(IIBni8RS8SI^SSlpp^ifipii^!SliSS^^I®iiiSll#i 

ginia- Regional. Planning and Economic Development 
* Commission, after soliciting recommendations trom 
the governing bodies of the cities apd counties ot 
i blip Virginia environs, may. nominated persons, each' 
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: ’ v. ."bltEP^RATlON' QF> KElStONAL ">' >) 

’'"(d), 'Tlie Council is'duthoVizod to adopt arid* from. ; 
ffipdo time, amend, or ext end,’ a general plan for the 
development mf the , region, g|| serve a's 'a general | 
SgSph wo r k ' or guide . of, ", d e y el,o pin e n t within - 
each part of the region may be more precisely planned 
by the appropriate planning agency or agencies. The 
regional plan shall include a land-use plan which 
pW%Sates the proposed general distribution antpf 
general locations and extents of the uses of land for 
such categories as may have important influence on 

the development of the region; and in addition, such 

other elements of a general plan having over-all in- 
fluence as are required to provide for the proposed 

major movements of people and goods throughout 
the region, for the primary facilities for community 

d e v e I o p m e n 1 a n d fo r t h e c o n s e r v a lion and develop- 
:■ me n t ! o f n a t u r al r e so u r ce s . A s th e ha s i s to r its pi a ns, : 

the Council shall at all times give consideration to 

■■ those features 'of any plan duly adopted by the Com- 
mi s s in n o r any planning agency a P P r o p r i a t e fo r in- 
' eorporatio n in t, he ge he r a I p 1 a n f o r the re gi o n . 1 h e 
(Jou neil shall also consider an cl aim to ac(iom moda te ; 
BRf^P'd-UHe requirements of the Federal and Districffi; 

mission and promote collaboration and cooperation 

BPpv he Bj t Ire : : Cbhtmis sibnui nd; g lie j pi a n rting,, a g,e ncieisj 

^Mmining agencies. To that end s H may assemble 
i|Sie®Bafige information, conduct surveys essenMI| 

:S.pek ',to> reconcile ’.the;. 

ahd propb s als of the phi lining ag e n c ie soft lie r egi on. 

yl| may ||||j||fj $tfpf 

lie agencies having jurisdiction in the area beyond 

the boundaries of the region. It may, at its discre- . 

lion, periodically provide opportunity by public 

hearings, meetings, or conferences, exhibitions and 

non-governmental groups and the general -public. ; 
r/TUn cliflli rtin/vri fmmiallv (Ul'tlu 1 Dl’OtfrCSS of 


